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MINISTER FOR REGIONAL DEVELOPMENT — CONFIDENCE IN DIRECTOR GENERAL OF THE 
DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENT AND CONSERVATION 

532. Mr E.S. RIPPER to the Minister for Regional Development: 

(1) In light of the minister’s comments in this house last week, can he today confirm that he had absolutely 
no involvement in any discussions relating to a motion against the Director General of the Department 
of Environment and Conservation or the department?  

(2) Is the minister aware that last Friday, in the wake of revelations about the intervention of his advisor 
Derek Carew-Hopkins and continued pressure from his government, the president of the Shire of Shark 
Bay resigned?  

(3) In the wake of last week’s event, did the minister, Mr Carew-Hopkins or any member of his staff make 
contact with any shire representatives; and, if so, will the minister please outline the nature of that 
contact?  

Mr B.J. GRYLLS replied: 

(1)-(3) I take very, very seriously the suggestion that I knew about the letter written by Mr Carew-Hopkins to 
the shire president. I categorically put on the record that I had absolutely no idea of that. If I had had an 
idea that that was the case, it would not have happened. I put on the record last week, following a visit 
to Shark Bay—whose council is very concerned about the role of DEC in the shire and the Shark Bay 
community—that if the shire wanted to have a problem addressed, it would have to formalise it.  

Mr E.S. Ripper: Did you encourage the shire to campaign against the director general of the department or the 
department itself? 

Mr B.J. GRYLLS: I encouraged the shire, if it had a complaint, to formalise it, which would allow me and the 
Minister for Environment to act on that complaint. If the shire did not have a complaint, there was no ability to 
act. I am very clear on that  

Mr E.S. Ripper: Did you suggest the shire move a motion?  

Mr B.J. GRYLLS: I have already put on the record that the activities of Mr Carew-Hopkins were inappropriate. 
I made it very clear that if the Shire of Shark Bay had a complaint to make, it should make the complaint. I am 
concerned that in many regional areas communities are concerned about the activities of a range of departments. 
If they want action, they should act on their concerns, and give the new government something to act upon. That 
is very important. It has happened in my portfolio of lands with LandCorp, where we have had to act upon a 
range of serious concerns. I have been made aware that the shire president of Shark Bay has resigned, and that is 
disappointing. I think it is a reflection of the fact that enormous pressure was placed on him in that role. This 
certainly did not help. May I also confirm that my discussion with the Shire of Shark Bay led me to go back to 
Derek Carew-Hopkins to find out who was the author of that letter. 
 


